PREFACE

SES-Prager special issue of MAMS honoring Professor J.N. Reddy as recipient of the Prager Medal
A special symposium honoring Professor J. N. Reddy as recipient of the Society of Engineering Science (SES) prestigious Prager Medal for his lifelong contributions in the field of Engineering Science and Mechanics was held during the 53rd Annual Technical Meeting of the SES in College Park, Maryland, October 2nd, 2016. The symposium, organized by Dr. Samit Roy and Dr. Arun Srinivasa, attracted many of Professor Reddy's distinguished colleagues and former students. A total of 15 papers were presented in the special session spanning a diverse range of topics, such as, "Statistics informed boundary conditions for statistically equivalent representative volume elements of clustered composite microstructures" to "Modeling of toughness enhancement mechanisms in graphene nanocomposites" Consistent with Professor J.N. Reddy's seminal research in computational mechanics, the symposium consisted of invited presentations that pertained to areas of finite element method, plate theory, solid mechanics, variational methods, mechanics of composites, functionally graded materials, fracture mechanics, plasticity, biomechanics, classical and non-Newtonian fluid mechanics, applied functional analysis, nonlocal behavior, and emerging topics in mechanics. This special issue honors Professor Reddy and contains original peer-reviewed articles presented at the symposium covering computational and experimental methods for engineering materials and structures.
Professor Reddy is a Distinguished Professor, Regents' Professor, and inaugural holder of the Oscar S. Wyatt Endowed Chair in Mechanical Engineering at Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas. He was elected to the National Academy of Engineering (NAE) in 2015. During the past 40 years, Professor Reddy has made pioneering contributions to the development of theories and computational models in mechanics of composite materials, energy principles, variational methods, plates and shells, as well as to the finite element method and its applications to problems in solid and structural mechanics, computational fluid dynamics, numerical heat transfer, and applied mathematics. The most significant contributions in composite materials are the development of refined third-order and layer-wise plate and shell theories that bear his name in the literature. 
